RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

May 8, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL:  Bill Barnhart, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Paul Leonard, Ginger Mello, Greg Salas, Walter Stewart

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis, Everett Julkowski, David Merritt, Josiah Vencel and Elinor Wells

MOTION by Bill Barnhart to approve the April minutes with the following corrections:  OTHER NEW BUSINESS:  4th Line – Pacific Union was offered after retirement and Bill joined it.  Upon receiving dental care, Bill learned that the plan brochure does not apply to retirees.  The motion was seconded by Mary Lou Bennett and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – 

Dave Merritt submitted to the Secretary a copy of the Speakers Summary from the last Conference to be filed. Dave also has a copy of the proposed Draft CRCEA health care benefit plan for the over 65.  Dave reported that AB552 has been shelved for at least 18 months.  Dave submitted a copy of the letter CRCEA sent to Governor Schwarzenegger asking him to request that all California Counties defer changes in existing retiree health benefits until the Public Employee Post-Employment Benefit Commission has made its report in January 2008.  Various unions have stated that they are against the bill.  It looks like the retirees are in trouble when it comes to their health care premiums.   Dave stated that San Bernardino had a good conference and that he had received the Conference Survey Tally and felt there were a few items in the report that we need to be aware of for our conference. 
CENTRAL CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES (CCAPE) Paul Leonard reported that CCAPE no longer exists and is in receivership.  The Executive Director, Ward Wollesen, has been placed on Administrative leave.  Paul also announced that he has accepted a job and will be unable to attend our meetings.  President Jeanne Berkshire stated that she will probably appoint someone to take his place for the remainder of his term.  

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of April there were 36 volunteers who worked 110 hours and assisted 1,313 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through April 2007 the volunteers assisted 247,910 visitors.  The volunteer luncheon will be held on May 15th and at the 2:00 p.m. Board of Supervisors meeting the Board will give a recognition proclamation in honor of the volunteers.  

MONTHLY PROGRAM – In the absence of 1st Vice President Earlene Smith, President Jeanne Berkshire announced that the speaker for today will be Mr. Sam Young who is a holocaust survivor.
NEWSLETTER – The TREND went out on time and the deadline for any articles for the next issue will be the 15th of June.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel reminded the Board that there will be two retirement seminars in June.  Josiah stated that he will need about 230 brochures for the seminars.  Josiah stated that he has worked with some of the employees who have recently retired and about 90% of the ones he has worked with have joined REOKC.  Dave Merritt stated that he noticed while looking at the membership report from the last CRCEA conference that the counties which are having the most problems with their health care benefits are the larger counties with less than 50% retiree membership in their retiree organization, unlike REOKC which currently has about 71%.
TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for April 2007.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Bill Barnhart and CARRIED.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Claims Report, seconded by Greg Salas and CARRIED.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 7 county newsletters, a Post Office statement on mailing the TREND, 1 Bakersfield Rescue Mission letter, 1 bill for our storage building, a box of checks for our Treasurer, 1 trophy catalog, 1 returned letter that needed postage and the corrected copy of our contract with Parks for the use of Wilson Road Veterans Hall.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello announced that the next meeting will be on May 23rd at 12 noon at El Casador Mexican Restaurant hosted by REOKC.

WEB PAGE – Past President Norman Briggs was not in attendance but Secretary Ginger Mello reported that she had received the latest list of TREND email recipients from Norm which totaled 467.  Treasurer Mary Lou Bennett stated that there are a few duplicates in this number.

PAC UPDATE – No Report

2008 CRCEA CONFERENCE – Conference Chair Ginger Mello gave a short report of our last meeting.  Ginger stated that Greg Salas gave an excellent presentation on the See’s Candy fundraiser.  Ginger also stated that Jeanne Berkshire was to get information from Dewar’s regarding their fundraising program.  Jeanne stated that she had tried 5 times to get in contact with Dewar’s and they will not speak to her.  Greg Salas volunteered to give Dewar’s a call and see if he can get any results.  The committee has divided up the jobs needed between the committee members.  The next meeting will be on May 22nd.

SOUND SYSTEM – Bill Barnhart stated that Tony Fuentes from Stockdale Music will be with us today with some of their sound equipment.  Tony will not be able to bring the cordless microphones because he doesn’t have any in his rental equipment and by law he can’t allow us to use anything that he is going to subsequently turn around and sell.  We expect to have 2 speakers each one handling up to 200 amps, stands and corded microphones.   At a future meeting we will be able to decide what equipment we would like to purchase.
NEW BUSINESS:

PUBLICITY – Even though 1st Vice President Earlene Smith was not in attendance,  Secretary Ginger Mello stated that she had left this item on the agenda until we found out if The Bakersfield Californian published our meeting date.  Ginger stated that it was published in the Sunday newspaper.  

BROCHURES – President Jeanne Berkshire asked for any suggestions for improving our brochure.  After numerous changes Secretary Ginger Mello stated that it is on her computer and she will update and send it to Mary Lou for proofreading.  After which it would be emailed to Hall’s Letter Shop for printing.  In discussing the brochure changes, it was brought up that some counties have active employees as members of the retiree organizations.  Dave Merritt suggested that we look at our Articles of Incorporation with respect to IRS 501 (c) (4) filing that active employees are not forbidden to belong to this organization.  Do they have to be retirees under KCERA or their spouses?  Dave thinks that he has seen this in writing either in our Articles of Incorporation or 501 (c) (4).
After a short closed session, MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 a.m., seconded by Greg Salas and CARRIED.  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
